REASONS briefly Suggeſted, 
Which have prevail'd with the 


.. Diſlenters 


I N 


. RISTOL 


To continue their 


' Howe ver 


ELON Diſturb'd. 


Printed in the Year. 1 675. 


/ 


l>0 (1 n e2 ) 


* To te READER. 


)cader,. 


Hou haſt heard I preſume of the great Zeal 
wherewith the Diſſenters at Briſtol have 
been proſecuted , how the Preachers have been 
fin'd and impriſon'd, and one of moſt eminency 
dead in Priſon; the'people alſo difturb'd, ſum- 
mor'd and proceeded agaiuſt in the Or FR 
Courts ;; proſecutet] 0n the 35th. of Elizabeth 
That iſſues tn Banifhmentor Hanging : Theybave 
been alſo threatned, ( and the City alſo for their - 
ſakes ;,) hal'd to Priſons, "and Fines levied on 
their Eſtates,. and yet ga on with their open 
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Some Reaſons briefly Suggeſled, which have 
prevail d with the Diſſenters in Briſtol 


zo continue their open Meetings. 


H AT the Diſſenters ſhould perſiſt agaioſi all the Mec- 
_ -thods, us'd for the ſupprellion of their Meetings , and 
+ tlrat to their preſent Miſchict,and probable Ruines:ard 
togcther incurthe Reproach of Obſtinate and Per veric, 
Contemners of all Laws 3nd Civil SanQions, and give ( as it has 
been phraſcd ) ſo intolcrable an Aﬀeont to the Kings Authori- 
ty, and the Government ct the City 3 ſeems very ſtrange unto 
'many, both their Friends and Adverſarics, and has occalioncd 
me with fome curioſity to examine, and now to communicate 
the true Reaſons of thele their Proceedings : They ſay then, that 
their Worſhip in its own nature, is innocent, and muſi be fo ac- 
knowledged by their ſcvereſt Adverſaries; for they- do no other 
thercin,than what is done in the Publick 3 Pray unto God, Praiſc 
him by Singing, and hear his Word, rcad, or preached ; fo that 
if there be no Evil in that other, there can certainly be none in 
theirs, which is all contained in that z and, if the whole be blame- 
Ic{s;ſo arc its parts : And as for a ſinful Dcſe&,it cannot be ſaid. 
with any ſhew of truth, that any thing omitted by them is ſo 
abſolutely needful, that an acceptable Worſhip cannot be perfor- 
med without it: nor has any, that they know, charg'd them 
'with any ſuch Omiſhon 3 ſo that, what-ever be the Cale of tole- 
rating a falſe, or idolatrous, or ſinful Worſhip, they think them- 
ſelves excluded from that debate, They add; that in ſeveral 


things they cannot joyn with the Publick, without offering vio- 


lence to their Conſciences 3 which is a tender part, and a wound 
therein is deep and dangerous : Nor dare I contradict what they 
thus ſay, left I be judged prodigioufly uncharitable 3 for 1 


know that they are not all out of their wits, ſome are knowing, 


ſober, and diſcreet, nor can they all be imagin*d falſe and hypo- 
A 2 critical 


wn a> oc w_— aw ww» was Wwoc ethers ' wolidlienej went a RY end) eines 
. » . E Y 


+ o_— m_ 
” * 


— _— -. -- 


wy _—_ 
. 


ep LY 
eritieal : I: were almoſt a Miracle, if ſo many p2ople, who in all 
things cle are obſerved to mike a Conſcience, ſhould in this 
one thing make no Conſcience at all « nor dares Malice it ſelf 
ehus charge them ; all ſober men, who converſe with, or did ever 
write againlt, or of them, do. and muſt acknowledge, many of 
the Preachers to be both Pious, Able, and Learned 3 and, of the 
People, the far greater number to be Conſcientious, and Pru- 
dent perſons. They tell us alſo, that thy cannot command 
their Conſciences, nor compel them(clves to think otherwile of 
thoſe things, than they naw do: And, in this, I conceive they 
have R:afon > for, though a man may be bribed by Intereli, or 
enforced by Violenze, to ſtifle and ſuppreſs his Apprehenſions ; 
yet, to alter theſe Appreheniions at hi; pleaſure, he hath not a 
power, that is, his 
No. man can change his opinion when he will, Judgment is not ſub- 
or be ſatisfied in his Reaſon , that his own O- ject co the diſpoſe of 
pinio1 35 falſe becauſe diſcountenanc'd, Liberty 1: writ. And for 
of Proph. p.200. a man is bound to aſient , but . | L 
according to the operation of the Argument, this they have the 
and the energy of the perſwation, nor indeei ſuffrage alſo ( befides 
can by though nev-r ” bw, pe 05. _ others ) of the Lear- 
can have power to reſttain the perſwaſio 
his thitionce , Eccl. Pot. P. ts. Though he o_ Biſhop Tay lor p 
thence wiſely infers ; therefore the Magiſtrate 204% Mr. Bayes him- 
muſt puniſh Diſſenters, Puniſh them becauſe ſelf , that inveterate 


chey cannot help it; well concluded fora Mo- Enemy to Noncon- 
dern Profeſſor of Controverſies ! formiſts. 


And indeed it carries the face of a Poſtutatum, that needs not 
ſo much a proof, as an Explication : Men cannot forbear but 
they muſt aſſent, according to the evidence of the thing pro- 
poſed. They moreover Judge, that an indiſpenſible Obliga- 
tion lies upon them to worſhip God 5 and, if poſhble, in the 
tace of the World :. That as to make an open and voluntary pay- 
ment, in ſome Aſſembly ( congregated to that purpoſe,) of the 
Homage due to the Soveraign Creator, from all his Creatures, 
capable of doing, that Homage, ( That they ought not to for- 


fake the aſſembling of themſelves together, as the manner of 
ſome is ) and that, though thus to meet, may in ſome Caſcs 


be 


© 
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be forborn for a wiile, to avoid Scandais, or-obiaio tome great 
End : Affirmative Precepts bindqzot ( ad ſemper } to be always 
performed , but the Duties enjoyned ( pro hic-e* nunc) at 
ſome ſeaſons, may be omitted ; yet they are not ſatisfied in 
their Conſcience, that at this time, and under the Circumlitances 
they are now placed, they can honeltly forbear, - and not pay this 
allowed Homage, It's true, they are hereby expoſed to the 
Cenſure of being contumacious 3 But they do not think, that 


for that Cenſure they are to be excuſed , ſhould they negle&t 


ſo great a Duty:3 and @xogether countenance the common Ca- 
lumny, no leſs frequently than unjuſtly caſt upon them 3 that 
Gain is their Godiinels ; Pinch their Purſes, and they will lee 
go their Religionz To ſave their money, deny their God, and 
alſo, by the ſame negle@, evidently betray the profeſſion of 
Goodneſs unto Contempt 3 make ſport for the. prophane, and 
hypocritical mockersſiggFeaſts , and confirm the hair-brain'd 
Atheiſt, in his ſenſglalpJDlaſphemous Frenzies. Beſides, ſhould 
tiey confine themſeſves to their private D2votions, or to leſs 
numbers others, on that pretence might lie idle at home, or 
walk the Fields, or caſt up their Shop-Books ( when thexe are 


.accounts to caſt of another nature; ) or only meet. to con- 


fame the Lords Day in talking vainly, or of worldly buſineſs, 
or in doing fomething much worſe; and ſome might by de- 
grees be ſeduc'd to entertain Opinions , diretly oppoſice to 
the Chriſtian Belict z which great ſcandals ought carefully to be 
heeded. And further, which they ought as carefully to avoid 3 
they are not Ignorant, that by retiring into places of more Se- 
crecy, let their Meetings be never (o innocent, yet they; wquld be 
rendred more ſuſpicious , and be liable to be accuſed, with 
greater ſhew than now they can, of being ſeditious Conven- 
ticles; for in clandeſtine and ſculking. Aﬀemblies, it is not 
impoſhble but Confpiracies may be contriv'd ; nor can there 
be ſecurity of the contrary, but from the known Integrity of 
the perſons ſo aſſembled : But in open, and free for all, (Spies 
and Informers as well as others } to come as they. .pleaſe , and 


- make their obſcrvations, nothing can be ſuggeſted, with any 
Gfety, that but claſhes with the preſent Eſtabliſhments ; much 


leſs 
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'Jeſs can any pernicious, Or _—_ Deſign be thercin, either 
propos'd, or manag?*d 3 unlds by ſuch, who are reſolved to 
betray both themſelves. and Friends unto manifeſt and unavoid- 
able Ruirfe.--- | ot nm | © INOS ! 
And az5to what ſome have faid'; that by forbearing to mcet, 
or not fo publickly, their Cafe would, be recommended with 
more 'a&vintage to the Houſes of Parliament, and. with grea- 
ter hopes to obtain ſome caſe ', the vanity'of this conceit was 
eaſy-co be diſcern'd 3 for''they plainly forefaw a far greater pro- 
ability, that a-declining their Duty '## that time' ( pro nunc ) 
would 'be father urg'd 'to 'their- prejadice , by 'rendring them 
contemptible; and an indulgence unneceſſary ( which ſome al- 
ſo thought was the end of all theſe Violences ) than , that an 
Argument of ' weight :could: be thence drawn in- their favour: 
ſhould, 'any 8f* theſe. worthy Pattiors , at length think fit , -af- 
per Ie thin 
peaceable” 
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Þ verſe, particulars Bofics to preſerve it*s Integrity , . will ſargo 


F their natural inclinations 3) they miiſt- be content: to: ſuffer, 


| ifir cannot-be, but by an! indulgeace of them the whole ſhall be 

endammaged : and yet they know, that probationary Laws arc 
ſometimcs made, et #2 terrorems 3 and they alſo think, "they tnay 
afely- replyto ſuch perſons, ' who, by pretendjng a Zehil.for [the 
Laws would fain-warrant all their violences 3: that, if. they. may. 
not be thought to be 'perſecuted, who ire Proſecuted:by .eſta- 
bliſhed Laws, neither was Dartel, nor the three Children, and if 
none were Martyrs, who'were fo:condemned, there were: few 
or no Martyrs among the: Primitive Chriſtians 3+ nor would 
there be many found to this very'day, * Bat, after all this, ſup- 
poſe they ſhould neglea to meet3 'what'' particukr advantage 
could they thence expe&?- "'They'are fill Tranſgrefſors of-the 
Civil SanCtions 3 for there are others, that oblige them to go to 
Church, and to receive the Sacraments : So that they are no leſs 
liable tro be Guilty of breaking the Laws, whether they ſerve 
God in theſe open Aſſemblies, or wholly forbear : nor is the 
Puniſhment leſs grievous, in caſe of ſuch negle&, which their 
Conſciences can ſoill bear 3, for it is not the Ade againſt Conven- 
ticles, which they haye'ſo much xeaſhn to he apprehenſive of, as 
that of the 35 th. of Elizabeth, upon which they are alſo proſecu- 
ted ; which, if in force ( and reaches their caſe, as their adverſa- 
ries pretend ) will infallibly cither Baniſh or Hang them 3 and 
which if they eſcape, they are ccrtainly caught in the nooz of 
Excommunication 3 that leaves them, after much vexation, to 
rot at length in a ſiinking Goal: So that, let them not meet at 
all, they can expe& no other but unavoidable Ruine 3 nay, it 
they meet in leſſer numbers, it's then as evident, that the very 
Conventicle a& it ſelf, will give the Informers yet more, and 
greater advantages againſt them 3 that is, they thereby expoſe 
themſelves and Families to further miſchiefs ; For, when they 
think to conceal their Mectings, they are purſu*d into the remo- 
t:fi, and moſt Secret corners of the City, and attempts made to 
break open the Doors3 and in the more houſes they meet ( and 
ſo alſo the more Preachers they have _) the more twenty-pound 


Fines are they liable to pay, for theſe both Houſes and Preach- 
exs: 
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ers :* So that on the whole they Judg}, . they are not-to-be:neyl 
cuſed of any impicty' towards God , .contempt of the-Lawgill | 
diſlryalty to their Soveraign, nor imprudence towards them - 
ſelves,by thus perſevering to Worſhip in the great Congregations | 
And now to ſhut up this haſty Paper, let that be mirft, and cheji 
wiſh of all honeſt good-natured Engliſh-men, who wiſh well tg; 
the Nation; and tothe Reformed Religion, with which the Exe # 
cellent Do@or Stillingflees juſt concludes one,of his Sermons ;, : 
and wherewith I alſo ſhall conclude : Would to God we could at; * 
Lift learn that Wiſdom from oxr Enemies (that is, from the Court, © 

of Rome.) mot #0 widex owr own Differences by. inveterate hear, | 
bitterneſs and animoſities among our ſelves , but to find out wayy, 
whereby even the Diſſenters in ſmaller things may. be made wſcjul, | 
for the maintenance of the Common Intereſt of our Church and Res, }| 
ligion, | i 
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